	READING INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
Choral Reading


	Brief Description: This strategy is designed to improve reading fluency.  It involves groups of children reading the same text aloud, in unison.  

	Materials Needed: Something to read.  Each participant should have a copy of what is to be read aloud.  

	Implementation:  This strategy can be implemented with three or more participants of any age. 
1.  The teacher provides each participant with a copy of the text they will read aloud.  Consider four things when selecting the text:  

a. It should be relatively short (rhymes and poetry work well)
b. It should be something that most of  the students can read without too much difficulty
c. The title should draw the readers in and encourage imagination
d. It should come alive when read aloud, by including words with interesting sounds, some type of contrast that can be interpreted, mood that can be enhanced through oral interpretation, or dialogue with personality. 
2. Each student silently reads the selection on their own first. Or, one person can read it aloud while others follow along silently. 

3. When the teacher says “begin,” participants read the text aloud in unison. It should be read by all a few times in order to set it in their minds.  
4. Each participant should point to the word as it is spoken, read those words aloud that are known, and hear others read aloud at the same time to “fill in the blanks.”

5. For future readings of this text, add some variations.  For example, use high and low or strong and soft voices. Other options include: 

a. Alternate slow and fast lines, stanzas, or paragraphs

b. Alternate loud and soft lines

c. Emphasize key words and phrases by reading them in louder or softer voices

d. Pause for a specific number of silent beats before you join in and continue reading

e. Clap or make some type of sound at the end of specific lines, stanzas, or paragraphs
f. Above all, make it fun!  

	Schedule for implementation:  This strategy can be used on a daily or weekly basis.  It’s a great way to build community in the classroom by, for example, having the class read and recite the Pledge of Allegiance together each day.  Progress monitoring should be implemented as needed and according to the particular tier the student is in.   

	Variations:  n/a

	Research Summary & References: 
This strategy has been referenced in many books.  The following books and references may be consulted to learn the essentials and variations of this strategy: 

Rasinski, T. (2003). The Fluent Reader. New York, NY. Scholastic Professional Books.
http://www.d21.k12.il.us/dept_instr/langarts/parentinfo/choral_rdg.html 
http://www.rocksforkids.com/FabFours/choral_reading.html 

	Tool/Attachments:  

The file entitled “Choral Reading Checklist” in the TOOLS folder on this site contains a checklist that can be completed by each participant after each session as a means of self-monitoring.    








