	READING INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
Duet (Paired) Reading


	Brief Description: This fluency-building strategy is implemented with two people: a skilled reader and a learner.  The skilled reader sits next to the learner and the two read a text aloud at the same time. 

	Materials Needed: Something to read.  Each participant should have a copy of what they are to read aloud.  

	Implementation:  This strategy can be implemented with two participants of any age.  A skilled reader, who can be a student or an adult, should be the leader. The learner should be a student who has some reading ability, but is reading hesitantly, word for word, or with no expression.   
1. The leader and/or the learner select(s) text that is “a little too hard” for the learner (2 to 3 levels above the learner’s current level). The material should be of interest to the learner.  

2. The leader and the learner can share the reading material or they can each be given a copy to read.  

3. The leader and the learner begin to read the selection together.  The leader reads at a normal speed, trying to use expression while following punctuation.  He moves his finger beneath the lines being read.  This helps the learner keep up and acquire practice reading from left to right and in bringing his eye back to the beginning of each new line without losing his place.  The learner reads along, trying to keep up with the leader.   
4. The leader continues to read at a normal rate even if the learner hesitates.  If the learner stops, the leader should also stop briefly so that both parties can rest.  Then, the leader offers encouragement and begins again. 
Keep in mind…

1. Do not stop to explain the meaning of a word unless the learner asks.  

2. Do not ask questions to see if the student understood the passage – the material should be used only as an oral reading exercise. 

3. If the learner keeps up without difficulty, more complex material should be used.  Conversely, if the learner experiences great difficulty with the material, a simpler passage should be used. 

4. Do not ask the learner to read by himself. 

5. The leader may wish to occasionally read aloud to the learner for a few minutes from material that is of interest to the learner.  It may motivate the learner to want to read that well on his own so that he can independently access materials of interest. 

	Schedule for implementation:  Duet reading can take place for 15 minutes per day.  It can also take place on a weekly basis.  Progress monitoring should be implemented as needed and according to the particular tier the student is in.   

	Variations:  n/a

	Research Summary & References: 
Rasinski, T. (2003). The Fluent Reader. New York, NY. Scholastic Professional Books.
http://www.rocksforkids.com/FabFours/duet_reading.htm 

	Tool/Attachments:  n/a








