	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    

All Aboard!
	

	Brief Description:  This strategy targets phonemic awareness and comes from the book Getting Ready to Read by Jo Fitzpatrick.  She suggests making the task of word sorting interesting by using picture cards to sort by sound and placing them on train cars.  This strategy can be varied to sort for beginning sounds, ending sounds and for medial vowel sounds, depending on the child’s level of mastery.   The book contains black line masters for copying with 100 beginning sound picture cards.  Fitzpatrick’s book contains a variety of phonemic awareness activities with tools to implement them.   We have found that the materials needed for the All Aboard! strategy can be easily found in many classrooms,  on the internet, or in magazines. 

	Materials Needed:  Picture cards and a train.  (see the TOOLS section)

	Implementation:   This strategy may be implemented individually or in small groups by a teacher or a paraprofessional. 
1. Provide each participant with a blank train and several picture cards (5-10 depending on the child’s ability level), which will be used for sorting.  
2. Lay out the picture cards and name each one.  Have the child(ren) repeat each word while pointing to the picture.  
3. Since sorting by initial sound will be the first task, teach participants the skills of attending to the beginning sound- have the children isolate some of the beginning sounds.  Reinforce that, today, you are paying attention to the sounds at the beginning of words.  For example, “Everyone say snake. (the children say snake) Now lets say snake really slowly…. /Sssssssss/nnnnnn/aaaaaaaa/k/ (hold all sounds that can be held for a few seconds- in this case /k/ is the only sound that cannot be drawn out). What sound does snake start with?  /sssssss/. Good! Let’s try another one.”   
4. Once the children are able to isolate some beginning sounds, they progress to the sorting activity.  For example, “Let’s find all the pictures with the /f/ sound… Ready... okay, all aboard!”  The children begin looking for pictures that begin with /f/ sound and place them on the train.  
5. Repeat with other sounds.  Rename the pictures for the children and assist as necessary.  Care should be taken to introduce and practice sounds in a systematic and direct way. 

	Schedule for implementation:  Minimum of three days per week.

	Variations:  You may also use this strategy for ending sounds, medial vowel sounds, blends and digraphs.   

	Research Summary & References: 

This strategy emphasizes increasing phonological awareness as an essential skill outlined by the research of the National Reading Panel.  
Fitzpatrick, J. (2002). Getting Ready to Read: Independent Phonemic Awareness Centers for Emergent Readers. Cypress, CA: Creative Teaching Press. 

	Tool/Attachments:  

The file entitled “Train Graphic” in the TOOLS folder on this site contains a reproducible train graphic that can be printed onto card stock and used for this activity.

The file entitled “Picture Cards”   in the TOOLS folder on this site contains reproducible pictures that can be printed onto card stock and cut out for this activity. 








