	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    

Beginning Sounds Beach Ball for Phonics Review
	

	Brief Description:  This strategy targets phonics and comes from the book I’ve DIBEL’d, Now What? by Hall. Early readers can review their letter sound associations in a fun way that incorporates kinesthetic learning, phonological awareness and phonics all at the same time. 

	Materials Needed:  One beach ball.  Using a permanent marker, write the letters of the alphabet on it.   You may choose to divide the ball into additional sections (writing one letter/ section), but that is not necessary.  You may write both upper and lower case letters on it.    

	Implementation:   This strategy is best implemented in small groups, but may be done individually.  It can be facilitated by a teacher, paraprofessional or adult volunteer.  

1. The children sit in a circle and the instructor tosses or rolls the ball to the first child.

2. When the child catches it, he or she looks at the letter that his or her hand is touching.  For this letter, he or she says the sound, states the name of the letter and then gives a word that begins with that letter sound (this may need to be modeled by the adult).

3. The child then throws or rolls the ball back to the teacher who then selects the next student.  This continues until all students have a turn to practice. 

	Schedule for implementation:  Minimum 10 minutes, five days per week.  This may need to be paired with another intervention to increase its intensity for a Tier 2 or 3 plan. 

	Variations: After each child’s turn, all of the children may offer words that begin with that sound. 

	Research Summary & References: 

This strategy emphasizes increasing phonics as an essential skill outlined by the research of the National Reading Panel.  
Hall, S.E. (2006). I’ve DIBEL’d, Now What? Designing Interventions with DIBELS Data. Boston, MA. Sopris West.








