	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
Fill in the Sound


	Brief Description:  Early readers can begin the reading process by learning to decode simple words with letter cards, tiles, or plastic letters. In this strategy, the child begins decoding by filling in the initial sounds in three-letter, phonetically-spelled words.  The child can use the letter cards to blend sounds and begin reading right from the start.  This strategy comes from the book by Hall-- I’ve DIBEL’d, Now What? and from the work of Catts & Olsen (1993) in Sounds Abound.  This a good activity to help students practice sounds as they are being introduced.   

	Materials Needed:   letter tiles, letter cards, or plastic letters; a sheet of card stock with Elkonin boxes or lines drawn on it—one box or line per letter in the word. (See TOOLS)  

	Implementation:  This strategy can be implemented individually, in small groups, or whole group.  It can be facilitated by a teacher, paraprofessional or adult volunteer.  
1. Place a sheet with Elkonin boxes in front of the child. Fill in the ending sounds to make the rime, for example: 

a

t

2. Place four letter cards, tiles or plastic letters in front of the child. Review the letter sounds and names. 
3. Ask the student to select a letter for the missing space from those four letters provided. 

4. Have the student read the new word.  

5. Have the student then identify the sound and name of each letter individually after they have read the whole word.   

	Schedule for implementation:  The suggested intervention schedule is approximately 15 minutes daily.  

	Variations:  You may progress to fill in the ending sounds or the medial vowel sounds as the student demonstrates mastery. Children may also be asked to fill in the sounds for longer words after they master CVC words.  

	References: The following references may be consulted to learn the essentials and variations of this strategy: 

Catts, H. & Olsen, T. (1003). Sounds Abound: Listening, Rhyming and Reading. East 
           Moline, IL. Linguisystems.
Joseph, L. M. (2006). Understanding, Assessing and Intervening on Reading Problems. Bethesda, MD. National Association of School Psychologists. 

Hall, S.E. (2006). I’ve DIBEL’d, Now What? Designing Interventions with DIBELS Data. Boston, MA. Sopris West.


	Tool/Attachments:  The file entitled “Letter Tiles” in the TOOLS folder on this site contains reproducible sheets of letters that can be printed onto card stock and cut out for this activity.  
The file entitled “Elkonin Boxes” in the TOOLS folder on this site contains sheets that can be printed with Elkonin boxes for this activity. 




















