	READING INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
Front & Back Flashcards


	Brief Description: This vocabulary-building strategy designed for 6th through 12th graders is a simple technique that uses individual 3” x 5” note cards.  The front of the card includes the vocabulary word and a visual cue.  On the back of the card are several details about the word, each found in a specific location.  For example, the definition is written in the middle of the card, part of speech in the upper left corner, etc., depending on the particular content, grade level, and individual student needs.  

	Materials Needed: 3” x 5” note cards 

	Implementation:  This strategy is designed for students in grades 6 through 12.  
1. Each student should begin with a stack of 3” x 5” note cards.  
2. On the front of each card, the student should write one vocabulary word and draw one self-generated visual cue. 

3. On the back of the card, the following details can be written.  These details can be adapted depending on the amount of detail needed for the content, grade level, and individual student: 

a. upper left corner: part of speech

b. upper right corner: pronunciation guide

c. lower left corner: abbreviated name of the unit

d. lower right corner: page number in the text

e. center: definition of the word

f. beneath definition: a sentence using the word in context

4. The student should “quiz” himself with these cards on a daily basis and/or have peers quiz him.
5. After each intervention period, the student should count the number of words defined correctly and graph it.  For graphing purposes, the number of words attempted per session should remain the same.  This strategy is made more powerful by incorporating this graphing/self-monitoring piece.  It is an important step. 

	Schedule for implementation:  This strategy can be utilized throughout the school year, each time new vocabulary words are introduced.  Progress monitoring should be implemented as needed and according to the particular tier the student is in.  

	Variations:  n/a

	Research Summary & References: 
Tilton, L. (2003). The Teacher’s Toolbox for Differentiating Instruction. Sherwood, MN. Covington Cove Publications. 

	Tool/Attachments:  The file entitled “Self-Monitoring Vocabulary” in the TOOLS folder on this site contains a reproducible graphs that can be printed for graphing purposes.








