	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
Human Word Web


	Brief Description:  This strategy targets the area of vocabulary development.  It creates active engagement with vocabulary.  Students discuss what words mean and how they relate to each other.  In the end they create a graphic organizer as a group that illustrates the relationships between the words.    

	Materials Needed:   A series of related vocabulary words printed on cards (one per card).  Yarn or string. 

	Implementation:  This strategy can be implemented individually or in small groups.  It can be facilitated by a teacher, paraprofessional or adult volunteer.  
1. Select a series of vocabulary words.  Write one word on each card.  

2. The teacher hands out the cards to the group.  Each student in the group should get a few cards. 

3. The students read the words aloud.  The teacher may help with word reading as necessary. 

4.  The students then discuss what the words mean and how they are related.  
5. After discussion, the students manipulate the cards into a graphic word web by arranging them on the table.  They use the string to make the connections between terms.  The teacher facilitates the activity and scaffolds it as necessary with cues to how the words may be related or categorized.  

6. After the activity is finished the students may copy the web onto paper if they are able to or the teacher may tape the web up on the wall so the discussion can continue. 

	Schedule for implementation:  The suggested intervention schedule is approximately 25-30 minutes four times per week. 

	Variations:  This may be done with a whole class and assembled up on a wall or magnetic board.    
For students who cannot read, this activity may be done with picture cards.

	Research Summary & References: 
This strategy and several variations of it have been referenced in many books.  

Joseph, L. M. (2006). Understanding, Assessing and Intervening on Reading Problems. Bethesda, MD. National Association of School Psychologists. 

Hall, S.E. (2006). I’ve DIBEL’d, Now What? Designing Interventions with DIBELS Data. Boston, MA. Sopris West.
Moats, L. (2002). 

	Tool/Attachments:  

 The file entitled “Picture Cards”   in the TOOLS folder on this site contains reproducible pictures that can be printed onto card stock and cut out for this activity.
A human word web activity might look like this: 
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