	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    

Sound Boxes


	Brief Description: Sound Boxes is designed to assist children with their development of identifying sequential phoneme segments within a word as well as recognizing discrete sounds within words (positional analysis).  The instructor verbally dictates a word, then allowing the student to segment the sounds in a sequential fashion (beginning, middle, or end).  The instructor can then ask the student to place a token in the box when the student hears a particular sound of a word.  

	Materials Needed:  Pictures representing an object for very young children or older children with sever deficits, tokens which can easily be placed on the boxes, and a sheet with Elkonin boxes on it (in the tools folder) or the series of Elkonin boxes drawn on a dry erase board.  See the tools folder for an example of Elkonin boxes. 

	Implementation:  
This strategy may be implemented individually or in small groups, and facilitated by teacher, paraprofessional or adult volunteer.   Begin by focusing on beginning sounds and then progress to ending and medial sounds as the child demonstrates success.

Phase 1- “say it -move it”
1. The instructor places a picture of an object above the boxes or a card with the printed word on it.  There should be one box for each phoneme in the word. Place the corresponding number of tokens below the boxes.  For example, three boxes and three tokens would be used for the word dog.
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2. The instructor then models the task for the student. As the instructor stretches the word out by slowly saying each sound, he or she will push a token into the correct box.  /d/, /oooooooooo/, /g/.  It is important to stretch out sounds that can be stretched (continuant sounds).  In this case the /o/ is the only sound that can be stretched.  It is best not to repeat sounds like /d/, /d/, /d/, /o/, /o/, /o/, /g/, /g/,/g/  as you want the task to resemble normal speech as much as possible.  If the picture was “stop” , both the /s/ and the /o/ would be stretched: /ssssssssssssss/, /t/, /ooooooooooooo/, /p/. 
3. Next, the instructor scaffolds the task by having the student stretch the words out while the instructor again pushes the tokens into the connected boxes as the child(ren) stretch them out.
4. Finally, the student completes the task of articulating the word while simultaneously placing the tokens in the connected box.  The instructor provides direct feedback on the student’s work, correcting mistakes and modeling the task again as necessary.  

5. Once the child demonstrates that he or she understand the task, the instructor can then simply prompt the student to continue by stating, “Now, say it and move it” for the remaing words. 
Phase 2- “sound positions” 
1. The picture may again be placed above the boxes, if needed you may scaffold by placing the printed word above the boxes as well at the start of the activity, but once the child understands the task and mastery is reached with the word card, it can be removed.  

2. Tokens are placed to the side of the connected boxes.

3. The instructor says a word.  Then instructs the child to place a token in the box where he or she hears a particular sound.  For example, “dog.  Where do you hear the /d/ sound in dog?  Put a token in the box where you hear the /d/ sound.”  


	Schedule for implementation:  These should be done for brief periods (approximately 10-15 minutes) daily.  Progress monitoring should focus either on phonological awareness such as Initial Sound Fluency on DIBELS or Nonsense Word Fluency. 

	Variations:   This technique can be used with a variety of word patterns, and may also be done at the syllable level for children at the earliest stages of phonological awareness.  

	Research Summary & References: 

Research studies indicate the effectiveness of using sound boxes in teaching phonemic awareness training with young children.  Research also supports the efficacy of Sound Boxes for assisting preschool children section sounds and isolate middle sounds in words.  

Joseph, L.M., (2006). Understanding, assessing and intervening on reading problems: A guide for school psychologists and other educational consultants. Bethesda, MD: NASP Publications. Pg. 91-93. 

	Tool/Attachments:  

The file entitled “Letter Tiles” in the TOOLS folder on this site contains reproducible sheets of letters that can be printed onto card stock and cut out for this activity.  

The file entitled “Elkonin Boxes” in the TOOLS folder on this site contains sheets that can be printed with elkonin boxes for this activity.

The file entitled “Picture Cards”   in the TOOLS folder on this site contains reproducible pictures that can be printed onto card stock and cut out for this activity.
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