	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    

Touch and Say
	

	Brief Description:  This strategy targets phonics and comes from the book I’ve DIBEL’d, Now What? by Hall. Early readers can begin the reading process by learning to decode simple words with letter cards, tiles, or plastic letters. In this strategy the child begins decoding with two- and three-letter phonetically spelled words.  The child can use the letter cards to blend sounds and begin reading right from the start. This strategy is powerful for children who are having difficulty blending sounds and beginning to read.  

	Materials Needed:  Letter tiles, letter cards, or plastic letters.  Magnetic letters can be used and attached to magnetic sheets (such as baking sheets).  Elkonin boxes with a blending line may be used to facilitate the process as well.  

	Implementation:   This strategy may be implemented individually or in small groups. 
It can be facilitated by a teacher, paraprofessional or adult volunteer.  

1. The adult spells out a word with the letter tiles.  
2. As the child touches each letter tile, he or she says the sound, pausing between each letter to demonstrate knowledge of each discreet sound.  (This may need to be demonstrated by the adult).

3. On the final step, the student runs his or her finger continuously under the letters and blends the sounds to make the word.  

Hall recommends selecting words that begin with continuant sounds (/m/, /z/, /s/, /f/, /l/, /n/, and /v/) because they are easier to blend into vowel sounds.  Once these are mastered, then the activity can be conducted with other sounds.  

	Schedule for implementation:  Minimum 15-20 minutes, five days per week.

	Research Summary & References: 

This strategy emphasizes increasing phonological awareness as an essential skill outlined by the research of the National Reading Panel.  
Hall, S.E. (2006). I’ve DIBEL’d, Now What? Designing Interventions with DIBELS Data. Boston, MA. Sopris West.

	Tool/Attachments:  

The file entitled “Letter Tiles” in the TOOLS folder on this site contains reproducible sheets of letters that can be printed onto card stock and cut out for this activity.  
The file entitled “Elkonin Boxes” in the TOOLS folder on this site contains sheets that can be printed with elkonin boxes for this activity.








