	INTERVENTION STRATEGY:    
So We Go C

	Brief Description: The purpose of this intervention is to help students understand difficult words that they read BY using a mnemonic strategy.  The targets of this intervention are to increase vocabulary and comprehension.  The steps for implementation are adapted from Strategy Instruction for Students with Learning Disabilities (Reid & Lienemann, 2006)  

	Materials Needed:   Note cards


	Implementation:  This strategy can be implemented individually or in small groups.  It can be facilitated by a teacher, paraprofessional or adult volunteer.  
Teacher will tell students that they can use the So We Go C strategy to help them remember new and challenging words.  Make a poster outlining the strategy.
1.  Activate the students’ prior knowledge by reviewing the tasks involved in the strategy.  A thorough task breakdown may help identify prerequisite skills needed to implement this strategy.  If the children do not have mastery of one of the components of the process, additional instruction in this area may be required. 

3.   Discuss the strategy and why it is important for the students to understand the words that they are decoding. Get buy in for the strategy.  Talk about how it has helped other students in the past, etc.  Be sure the students see its value and make a commitment to using it.  Review the steps for the strategy with the students and the prompts that correspond to each step as well as the letters of the mnemonic. 

4. The children then memorize the strategy.  You can facilitate this in many different ways.  Scaffolding the instruction may be necessary during this phase. Ample practice and opportunities should be provided until the children can recite the steps.

5. Model the strategy using a think aloud and self-reinforcement (positive self-talk).   

Teacher will demonstrate the strategy to students to show them how to execute each step of the strategy. 
a. Skim: the text for words I do not understand. Tell students to skim or quickly look over what they have read only one section or paragraph at a time and highlight or circle any unknown words. 

b. Write the unknown words on one side of the note cards.
c. Go back and write the definitions for the terms on the other sides of the cards. Instruct students that they are to read the text around the unknown word or use context clues to see if they can figure out what it means. If they can figure out the meaning, write the definition on the back of the card. If they can't figure out the meaning from the context clues, ask students to see if the word is in the glossary at the back of the book. If you find it, write the definition on the back of the card. 
d. Create two piles of cards. Instruct students to review the cards and if they understand the definitions for the words, put them in a pile and study them so that they can remember the meanings of the words. If they do not understand the definition of the word, instruct students to ask the teacher to explain it and write the explanation on the back of the card. Students will then study the meaning of the word until they fully understand it.

6. Provide support for the strategy during implementation, through direct feedback during practice, verbal cuing, prompt cards, etc.

7. Eventually fade the teacher prompts until the children demonstrate the use of the strategy independently.   Encourage other teachers to use the same strategy and post it in their classrooms as well.  

	Schedule for implementation:  The suggested intervention schedule is approximately 15 minutes daily.   Progress monitoring may be done either weekly or biweekly using CBM.

	Research Summary & References: 
The following resource may be consulted to learn the essentials and variations of this strategy: 

Learning Toolbox. Steppingstone Technology Grant, James Madison University,

         MSC 1903, Harrisonburg, VA 22807









